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7 Backup Tricks
That Save Your Weekend.
Seven habits that turn a restore from a gamble into a non-event. None of them is
exotic. Each is the difference between a quiet Saturday and a very long one, and
most teams are missing at least two.
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Restores you can count on.

The teams that never lose a weekend aren't lucky, they're disciplined. Backups quietly stop being a safety net the moment

nobody verifies them. These seven habits keep the net real. Start at the top; the first one alone catches most disasters before they

start.

1 Test the restore, not just the backup.

A green job only proves bytes were written. Recovery is the thing you actually need, and it fails for reasons a backup report never shows:

corruption, application-inconsistency, missing dependencies.

D O  T H I S Pick one real workload a month and restore it to an isolated target, start to finish, timing the whole run.

2 Make one copy immutable or air-gapped.

Ransomware deletes the backups it can reach before it encrypts anything. A copy that no credential can alter is the one still standing on the

worst morning.

D O  T H I S Enable immutability or a retention lock on your repository, then try to delete a restore point with an admin account to

confirm it won't budge.

3 Follow 3-2-1-1-0 on purpose.

Three copies, on two media types, one offsite, one offline or immutable, with zero errors after a verified restore. The last two numbers are

the ones most shops skip, and the ones ransomware counts on.

D O  T H I S Map your current copies against all five and close whichever number is missing this week.

4 Back up Microsoft 365 and your SaaS.

Microsoft keeps the platform running; your data is your responsibility. Retention and recycle bins are not backup, and a deleted mailbox or

wiped SharePoint site can be permanent.

D O  T H I S Add third-party M365 backup, then restore a single item to prove the path works before you ever need it.
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The habits that hold under fire.

5 Write the restore runbook down.

Recovery that lives in one engineer's memory fails when that engineer is asleep, unreachable, or gone. A weekend gets saved by a

document anyone on the team can follow.

D O  T H I S Write the step-by-step restore for your top three systems and have someone who's never done it run a test straight from

the page.

6 Alert on failure, don't just log it.

A dashboard nobody opens is the same as no monitoring. Silent failures stack up quietly until the night the data simply isn't there.

D O  T H I S Route job results to an alert that pages a human on any failure, then fail a job on purpose to confirm the alert actually fires.

7 Match retention to how far back you'd really need to go.
Some ransomware sits dormant for weeks before it triggers, so a handful of restore points can mean every clean copy is already gone by the

time you notice.

D O  T H I S Set retention long enough to reach a known-good point well before a slow-burn compromise, and confirm those older points

still recover.
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A non-event, by design.

Every one of these habits is something we build into the backup we run for our clients, so the team isn't relying on discipline alone.

Here's where each trick becomes the default instead of a reminder.

Backup as a Service (BaaS)
theitvortex.com/veeam-baas-offerings/

Veeam-powered, immutable, monitored, and aligned to 3-2-1-1-0 across

servers, M365, and SaaS.

Disaster Recovery (DRaaS)
theitvortex.com/disaster-recovery-as-a-service/

Tested failover with validated RPO and RTO, so a restore is a runbook

step, not a gamble.

Managed IT Services
theitvortex.com/managed-it-services/

A documented runbook and a team alerting on every failed job, so

nothing fails in silence.

Security as a Service (SECaaS)
theitvortex.com/secaas/

Detection and response that catches the slow-burn compromise before

it reaches your backups.

Talk it through with our team: (201) 225-8670 · www.theitvortex.com

P R E S S U R E -T E S T  Y O U R  B A C K U P S

Have an IT Vortex engineer run these seven checks against your environment. We'll tell
you which habits are holding and which are one bad night away from a problem.

BOOK A BACKUP REVIEW
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IT Vortex, LLC. Premier Broadcom VCSP Partner. Educational content; results vary by environment.
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